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                 Welcome to the new and improved Am-
bassador newsletter. I hope you're having the very 
best of late summer and early fall riding seasons.  
While a bunch of my regular riding buddies are out 
riding this weekend, I'm stuck here at home writing 
this newsletter.  Oh, the trials and tribulations of the 
poor old Ambassador Liaison. 
                 I'm not sure what to write about in this 
issue of Ambassador Newsletter.  Between the Am-
bassador Forum on the BMWMOA web site and the 
new Yahoo Ambassador Mail List server that was set 
up by Greg Feeler (thanks, Greg) most current Am-
bassador news gets communicated live.  I know that 
there are several Ambassadors who do not use the 
computer.  I just barely do, so we'll send this out to 
the masses and see what kind of feedback we get. 
Ambassadors at Gillette 
                 Via our electronic communications many 
of you have already read Jim Shaw's excellent recap 
of his trip to Gillette.  With Jim's permission, I am 
including his article here for those of you who were 
unable to make the trek to Wyoming or for those of 
you who were so busy working as volunteers to make 
our Gillette rally a success that you didn't have the 
opportunity to experience the rally the way a 
"normal" rally attendee would.  Thanks, Jim. 
                 My personal opinion of the rally was that it 
was great.  I got to do the trifecta - Black Hills, Gil-
lette and Paonia, so I was out for about 3 weeks and 
enjoyed it all.  As I sit here six weeks later and reflect 
on our Gillette Rally, my overriding remembrance is 
the consistent positive attitude of Ambassadors and 
Rally Co-
Chairs, Karol 
Patzer and 
Deb Lower.  I 
don't pretend 
to know all 
the headaches 
and heart-
aches Karol 
and Deb had 
to endure be-
fore and dur-
ing the rally, 
but I worked 
closely enough with them to know that they shoul-
dered the equivalent of several Gillette Wyoming 
coal trains-full of responsibility.  Bellyaching about 
Gillette as a site, four dollar plus gasoline, a once in a 
hundred year lightening storm, food shortages, rally 
budget, "what do you mean we don't have enough 
beer tokens?" rally chair no-shows, etc, etc, etc. were 
just a few of the problems they had to deal with.  I 
saw them everyday before and after the rally and not 

once did I ever sense anything but a "we're going to 
make this work" attitude. All I ever heard was a "yes" 
or "I'll get it for you" or "we can do that".  I'm proud 
of them both as Ambassadors.  Maybe that's why 
they are Ambassadors! 
 
Ambassador  Study Groups 
 
                 When I was elected to be your Ambassa-
dor Liaison, I said that I wanted to bring together a 
small group of Ambassadors to review the function 
of the Ambassador program.  During the year, I had 
several opportunities to meet with Ray Zimmerman 
regarding the Ambassador program.  The first time 
the group had an opportunity to meet face to face was 
on Wednesday morning before the rally.  I'd like to 
thank Sue Rhin-Manke, Susanna Parkhouse, Don 
Faichney, Chris Hughes, Jim Shaw and Roger Wiles 
for joining me for most of that morning in discussion. 
                 The summary of that meeting might be 
that, for the most part, the Ambassador program is on 
a track.  If there was one prevailing theme it is that 
we need to improve communication between Ambas-
sadors, between Ambassadors and the Board and 
between Ambassadors and the membership as a 
whole. 
                 My hope is that between Greg's Ambassa-
dor Yahoo list-server, the MOA Ambassador Forum, 
this periodic newsletter, and our annual dinner and 
meeting we are better able to communicate with each 
other than ever before.  Communication takes a little 
effort on each of our parts.  If you have an email ad-
dress or if your address changes please make sure 
you send that info to me.  If you're not signed up for 
the Ambassador Forum on the web site, please con-
tact Becky Weber at the membership at  
www.BMWMOA.org and she can take you through 
the sign-up process.  And if you have news, good 
news or bad, post it on the Yahoo list, the Ambassa-
dor Forum or both.  If you don't do the "computer 
thing," call or write me.  I'll see that we get your info 
out to other Ambassadors and to others who need to 
know. 
                 In terms of communications within the 
Board, it was suggested that we do an overview of 
the Ambassador program for the MOA Board after 
each MOA Board election.  This is particularly im-
portant this year since many officers who are Ambas-
sadors are rotating off the Board and new MOA 
members are likely to be unfamiliar with the Ambas-
sador program.  I will work with Ray Zimmerman to 
set aside time at the January Board meeting to update 
the new Board on our Ambassador program. 
                 In terms of the confounding issue of how 
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October  3-5 
Colors In The Catskills 
Hunter Mountain, NY 
The first annual autumn event sponsored 
by MOA and Max BMW.  
 
October   10-12 

The Spartanburg Rides 
Spartanburg, SC 
Sponsored by MOA and BMW Motorrad 
 
October  15-19 

XII  International Rally  
Guadalajara and Puerto Vallarta, MX 
Sponsored by Club BMW Motorrad 
Guadalajara #341 
 
 
For details, consult the Owners News or  

<www.BMWMOA.org> 
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              What a great 36th BMW MOA 
Round-up (International Rally) we had. Over 
5100 members attended the 36th in Gillette 
Wyoming.  The staff at the Cam-Plex Multi-
Event Facility worked hard to insure we al-
ways had what we needed 
to make the event a huge 
success. 
  
               The storm that 
threatened on Thursday 
waited until later in the eve-
ning (or morning) and blus-
tered but without the pre-
dicted hail.  What would a 
rally be without some ex-
citement??? We're remem-
bering Lima and Charleston. 
<grin> 
 

                Seminars were plentiful and the ex-
cellent facilities enabled us to have some 
pretty spectacular presentations.  Despite the 
size of the grounds (1100 acres), rally goers 
never had to walk far because our shuttle team 

was hard at work. Vendors 
were plentiful, and if you didn't 
spend enough money, there's 
always next year. 
 
                BMW Motorrad pro-
vided demo rides, seminar pres-
entations, and a talented stunt 
rider,  Chris "Teach" McNeil 
who demonstrated his skills. 
The Cowboy Hat Trick had 117 
finishers taking advantage of 3 
great rallies (BMW Stamped, 
(SD), the BMW MOA Interna-
tional (WY) and Top of the 

Rockies (CO). 
Chuck Wetzel 
(TX) beat out 
Dick Hatau (MI) 
by riding the most 
miles (4539) dur-
ing the 2 weeks.  
Sharon Hatau 
(MI)  has the 
most passenger 
miles (3173). 
Lyle Grimes (LA) 
won the major 
prize of an Ipod; 
now he has to figure out what to do with it! 
 
               Thanks to all the BMW MOA Am-
bassadors who contributed to the success of 
our rally!! 
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               It is always interesting when we do “ introductions”  at Camp GEARS.  We ask 
the camp attendees to introduce themselves and tell us a little about themselves and 
how long they have been riding.   This is intended to help us gauge the level of material 
most suitable to the group, but is little help when experience ranges from “several 
years”  to “ I got my permit yesterday.  Camp GEARS – Gaining Early Advanced Rid-
ing Skills – is a two-day camp for young riders, ages 16 through 26, and is sponsored 
by the BMW MOA Foundation.  It is held the Tuesday and Wednesday immediately 
preceding the International Rally.  At Gillette, we hosted the event for the third year in 
a row. 
 
              Camp GEARS provides a broad spectrum of training topics for the campers.  
They learn from us and the other instructors, but also 
learn a lot from each other.  We don’ t teach the abso-
lutes – we teach the gray areas requiring decisions and 
judgment.  Sessions included Basic Mechanics, Roadside 
Repairs including tire plugging, First Aid, Riding Gear, 
Roadkill Cooking, Proficient Riding, Group Riding, and 
GPS, Mapping and Computers.  Each day started with 
some fun exercises and stretching. 
 
              The two highlights for the campers were the 
field events and the Ambassador Dinner.  Some of us 
adults were in awe watching the slow speed maneuvering 
skill demonstrated by the young riders.  We had excellent 

one-on-one mentoring by the more experienced campers for the younger 
ones.  At the Ambassador Dinner we had the campers scampering about 
trying to match names to brief descriptions of many Ambassadors.  At the 
end one camper was overheard to say, “They are just like us only older.”  
 
              Camp GEARS will be held again in 2009 in Tennessee.  All 
Ambassadors can help Camp GEARS grow and be a greater success by 
identifying and encouraging young riders – BMW riders or other 
brands – to attend the camp.  Start now in identifying riders and encour-
age parents or other adults to see that they get to camp.  It is fun, and im-
portant to new rider safety, and new rider development for BMW MOA. 
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the MOA and a few personal facts about him.  
Greg says that I got most of it right in my arti-
cle?.  I'll do it any way you want, but (I may be 
stubborn here) I see it as your responsibility to 
catch me, call Forum on the web site, please con-
tact Becky Weber at the membership at www.
BMWMOA.org and she can take you through the 
sign-up process.  And if you have news, good 
news or bad, post it on the Yahoo list, the Am-
bassador Forum or both.  If you don't do the 
"computer thing," call or write me.  I'll see that 
we get your info out to other Ambassadors and to 
others who need to know. 
                 In terms of communications within the 
Board, it was suggested that we do an overview 

of the Ambassador program for the MOA Board 
after each MOA Board election.  This is particu-
larly important this year since many officers who 
are Ambassadors are rotating off the Board and 
new MOA members are likely to be unfamiliar 
with the Ambassador program.  I will work with 
Ray Zimmerman to set aside time at the January 
Board meeting to update the new Board on our 
Ambassador program. 
members are likely to be unfamiliar with the Am-
bassador program.  I will work with Ray Zim-
merman to set aside time at the January Board 
meeting to update the new Board on our Ambas-
sador program. 
                 In terms of the confounding issue of to 

to have the average MOA member better under-
stand "What is an Ambassador," we have had the 
monthly "Ambassador Profile" in the MOA 
News for several years.  Unfortunately, I have 
been unable to fulfill that expectation every 
month; simple because many Ambassadors don't 
take the few minutes it takes to send me your 
profile information. It's really pretty easy.  When 
Dick Hautau sent me his profile it was com-
pletely written, photo included and ready to go to 
Mandy Langston for editing.  When I did the 
profile on Greg Hutchinson, I was fortunate 
enough to catch him at the Georgia Mtn. Rally, 
and strong arm him into a 30 minute interview 
about his history with motorbikes, his years in 

               I had pretty much promised myself 
that I'd take a pass on the MOA Rally this 
year. Having already ridden two earlier long 
distance rides, I was prepared to sit this one 
out. However, good memories of the many 
years of partying at the MOA shindigs bring 
a prejudice strongly in favor of being part of 
the rendezvous.  
 
               It's a long, pretty straight ride from 
Hinckley to Gillette with turns at Chicago 
and Madison. The shortest way takes you 
through Chi-Town. I'd rather take a bullet in 
the head than do that. With detours to try to 
avoid Chicago traffic, it's a 1485 mile one 
way journey. The weather was fair, but 
across the plains of South Dakota and eastern 
Wyoming, the headwinds were pretty fierce. 
My right wrist was getting more sore by the 
hour. When I lost some temper and cranked it 
wide open, the GS would only go a little over 
ninety-mumble miles an hour. Stopping at a 
rest area, I just about got blown over. I'm 
guessing the poor R1150 was trying to cruise 
at an airspeed of about 110 mph. The '01 GS, 
possessing the svelte aerodynamics of a two-
seat outhouse, was just doing its best. Fuel 
mileage was terrible. The GS just hates 10% 
Ethanol gas, treating the alcohol as though it 
were helium. Nevertheless, it wasn't a bad 
ride, just somewhat wearying.  
 
Gillette, Wyoming    

               One of the benefits of traveling to 
MOA rallies is that you are likely to visit 
places you wouldn't otherwise choose to see. 
Gillette probably isn't on anyone's vacation 
list, nor is it likely to be listed as a port of call 
on any cruise. It's a little mining town on the 
prairie, coal being king. Like many mining 
towns, there's a sort of rough-hewn quality to 
the people, lots of Milwaukee party noise-
makers and diesel pickup trucks that can 
awaken an entire hotel when fired up at six 
AM. No alarm clock is needed.  
 
               One of the readers on the IBMWR 
list heard my groans about having to sleep on 
the Gillette ground, and when his rally plans 
were canceled, offered me the room booking. 
Thanks, Ron. It worked nicely, although he 
couldn't have known that the Inn was just 
across a road from the railroad tracks. Mining 
towns have long trains with huge locomotives 
that labor mightily to lumber past. The won-
derfully safety-minded engineers saved their 
share of lives by sounding air horns the full 
distance of the city limits: very comforting at 
exactly seven AM. These had to be the only 

punctual trains in the lower 48. If the diesel 
pickups didn't get you up at six, the railroad 
did the job at seven. Expletives muffled by a 
pillow.  
                 

The fine line between a successful rally and 
an abject mess has to do with weather. This 
year, Mother Nature smiled down on us with 
daytime temperatures in the low to middle 
eighties and nighttime readings in the sixties. 
(That's Fahrenheit for you Metricadians.) It 
rained a little on one or two nights, and blew 

some, but my hotel never leaked. I heard 
some tales of damp mornings among the 
campers, but they seemed more grumbles 
than war-stories. Days were sunny, and the 
outdoor vendors were as busy as those in-
doors.  
 
                What makes MOA rallies fun and 
interesting are the people. The Club's mem-
bers may be a little more quick to complain 
than those at RA and local events, but there 
really wasn't much to squawk about. When I 
die and get near heaven, I expect St. Peter to 
turn me away while riding a golden golf cart.  
 
Seminars    

                I probably attended eight or nine 
seminars, all of them well done. The rider-
coach presentation on off-road riding, and the 
seminars on photography were my favorites. 
Riders didn't have many dull moments, be-
tween demos, vendors, seminars and theatre 
presentations. This year, the MOA quite bril-
liantly separated the music tent from the beer 
garden, allowing civilized conversations 
there. 
 
Vendors    

                Rallygoers were pleasantly sur-
prised at the number and variety of vendors at 
Gillette. You could find everything from hel-
mets to boots, tires to seats, replacement parts 
to new motorcycles. BMW was there with a 
big lineup of demo bikes. BMW also brought 
their new President of NA Motorrad, Pieter 
de Waal. Pardon me if I point out that Pieter 
is a positive departure from his recent prede-

cessors. Outgoing, pleasant, and sufficiently 
courageous to take unrehearsed questions, he 
is a breath of fresh air for us mere buyers. 
Laurence Kuykendall, well liked BMW mar-
keting guy, was there and he's always fun to 
hear. He and Pieter held a well-attended 
seminar describing some of BMW's near-
future moves. It will be very cool to see our 
Marque in World Super Bike racing in the 
next year or so. The S1000RR high-
performance bike was shown. On hand was 
MOA's favorite race rider, Nate Kern, who 
says he can't wait to get his hands on one. 
Nate is a gentleman, a sportsman, a winner, 
and a really good guy.  
 
               Again this year, I blew off the Clos-
ing (aka 'hostage') Ceremonies. I never win 
anything, never ride the longest distance, and 
I'm never the youngest rider on a vintage 
sidecar rig carrying a tulip in his teeth, so 
nobody applauds me. It was a long walk to 
the bleachers, and I had a hot date with mo-
torcycling pundit Bob Higdon, repeat world 
traveler Ted Simon, and a few beers. Simon 
was hijacked by his girlfriend, so Bob and I 
considered the weightier issues of the world 
and motorcycling over some beer and grilled 
chicken salad. No problems were solved dur-
ing this exercise. I am glad to report that 
Higdon is very close to completing his five-
year project of photographing his motorcycle 
in front of every county courthouse in the 
USA. Any number of us, who are baffled by 

this accomplishment, plan to attend a party 
for Bob when he's done. The mind boggles at 
what he'll do next.  
 
               The r ide home was pretty un-
eventful. The weather was fine, the wind at 
my back, and this nifty route rose up to avoid 
the more gruesome parts of Chicago. I took 
three days to do it, so I arrived at the Towers 
mostly rested and in relatively good humor. It 
was a good ride, a good party, and I expect a 
success for BMW MOA.  
 
               See you in Johnson City, Tennes-
see, next year, creek not risin'. 

 

 

This year , the MOA quite 
br illiantly separated the music tent 

from the beer  garden, allowing 
civilized conversations.. there.����
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One of the benefits of traveling to 
MOA rallies is that you are likely to 
visit places you wouldn't otherwise 
choose to see. Gillette probably isn't 

on anyone's vacation list...����



/  0 �  � � � � $ � $ � � � � " � � � � � � ' � � 
 � � �$ � �

change of local gifts from each Ambassador's 
hometown.  Many Ambassadors participated in 
the gift exchange and some didn't. As we get 
closer to next year's rally we can see if Reuben 
wants to take this project on again.  Thanks, 
Reuben! 
                 Highlights of the dinner for me 
were: 
1. Seeing Matt Parkhouse back from serious 
medical complications and the singing of 
Happy Birthday in his honor; 
2. Trying to get 100+ Ambassadors arranged 
on the steps to get our annual Ambassador pic-
ture. Talk about herding cats; 
3. Having the 20 young Camp Gears kids 
stand-up and introduce themselves from around 
the country and know that several of their lost 
or crackling voices meant that they'd had the 
time of their lives over the past few days. 
Ambassador Meeting 
                 The annual Ambassador meeting 
was held at the crack of 8:00 AM on Friday 
morning of the rally.  Plenty of Starbuck's cof-
fee and free donuts guaranteed a good turnout.  
I didn't take a headcount (somebody remember 
to remind me to do a sign-up sheet next year!), 

but my guess is that we had 75 Ambassadors at 
our meeting. 
                 During one hour together we consid-
ered several topics including: 
1. Feedback on Wednesday's Ambassador's 
Dinner.  Format, food, cost and agenda were 
mostly positive. We need to improve the P.A. 
system during the program at next year's din-
ner. 
2. Discussion of change in criteria for new Am-
bassadors, including Junior Ambassadors.  
Consensus was that nothing should change in 
this regard.  Tom Harbrecht summarized the 
background of Ambassador selection criteria 
and the Ambassadors agreed.  Tom pointed out 
that the criteria have been: a. at least one major 
outstanding contribution of effort to the MOA, 
b. anticipation of continued service, c. Ongoing 
contributions of effort. 
3. It was agreed that the Ambassador newslet-
ter should be sent out to Ambassadors by email 
and in hard copy by US mail.  Ambassadors 
can request to receive the newsletter by email 
only.  The newsletter will be posted on the 
Ambassador Forum on the MOA web site. 
4. It was approved that both the Ambassador 

to have the average MOA member better under-
stand "What is an Ambassador," we have had the 
monthly "Ambassador Profile" in the MOA News 
for several years.  Unfortunately, I have been un-
able to fulfill that expectation every month; simple 
because many Ambassadors don't take the few 
minutes needed to send me your profile informa-
tion. It's really pretty easy.  When Dick Hautau 
sent me his profile it was completely written, 
photo included and ready to go to Mandy 
Langston for editing.  When I did the profile on 
Greg Hutchinson, I was fortunate enough to catch 
him at the Georgia Mtn. Rally, and strong arm 
him into a 30 minute interview about his history 
with motorbikes, his years in the MOA and a few 
personal facts about him.  Greg says that I got 
most of it right in my article.  I'll do it any way 
you want, but (I may be stubborn here) I see it as 
your responsibility to catch me, call me, and mail 
me or whatever with your profile info.  "I can't 
make this stuff up!" 
                 Also, in terms of better communication 
with our general membership, our study group 
suggested that we do a seminar each year at the 
national rally. Topic? "What is an Ambassador?". 
I will set that up next year for the Johnson City 
MOA Rally and I'll report on the response after 
the seminar. 
                 Other issues that were considered by 
the Study Group were the need for each Ambassa-
dor to routinely write a news article for their local 
club newsletter.  It could be something as simple 
as a reprint of the Lynn Munro Ambassador article 
or a news flash regarding the naming of a new 
Ambassador.  Each local club newsletter should 
have something supplied by you that contains the 
word "Ambassador" in it.  Another idea was to 
have Ambassadors represent the MOA at local 
events, such as funerals of motorcycle riders, bike 
nights, local rides and other events. 
 
Ambassador  Dinner  
 
                 This year's dinner was held in the Gal-
leria of the Camplex at the Gillette Rally site. 
Since I was unable to get any of you Ambassadors 
to take it on, I did the arrangements myself.  And I 
thought it was spectacular. <grin>  Actually I had 
great help from Ambassadors Chuck and Julie 
Manley with decorations and much support from 
Ray Zimmerman and our MOA staff, plus "Yes, 
we can" from Deb and Karol.  Thanks, folks. 
                 We had 140 people in attendance and 
the place was packed. We were treated to a social 
hour, compliments of Markel Insurance, and mu-
sic was provided by Steve Jones, a singing cow-
boy. The Prime Rib catered food and I thought it 
was just OK. But, hey, what can you expect for 
$12 in a coal boomtown like Gillette! 
                 Ruben Tenario had initiated an ex-

Forum on the MOA web site and the "Greg 
Feeler" list server on Yahoo will be used for 
electronic communication between Ambassa-
dors. 
5. There was a majority vote taken to keep the 
Ambassador shirts as black color only. 
6. Ted Moyer, MOA advertising director, made 
a presentation on the new member recruitment 
program "3 for Free" cards. 
7. Daryl Cainey suggested that we have Ambas-
sador Pins made up.  Daryl will investigate de-
signs and cost and get back to us in the next few 
months. 
      At the conclusion of the meeting there was a 
discussion and vote related to me remaining as 
Ambassador Liaison for the coming year. The 
Ambassadors and I agreed to do that.   
 
New Ambassadors 
 
                As is typical, there were no new Am-
bassadors considered at the Board meeting in 
Gillette.  At this point, I have four applications 
for consideration at the October 25th Board 
meeting.  My daughter, Molly, is getting mar-
ried that day so I've asked Don Faichney, a well 
experienced Ambassador Liaison, to attend the 
Board meeting and present the new Ambassa-
dor.  He and I will report back to you the out-
come of the Board's decision as soon as possi-
ble. 
 
Health Repor t 
 
                There has been a beehive of activity 
over the past several months regarding the state 
of wellness of various Ambassadors.  Because 
of the periodic nature of this newsletter I'm go-
ing to suggest that we use our two electronic 
media - the Ambassador Forum and the Yahoo 
list server - to keep each other updated on heath 
issues.  If you know of an Ambassador who is 
experiencing health problems, please post notice 
to either or both of the web mechanisms.  If you 
don't feel comfortable telling us about yourself 
or using the web, call me at 423 487 0076 
(home) or 423 721 6288 (cell) and I will get 
your news out to your fellow Ambassadors. 
                If you need business cards, stickers, 
shirts, or other Ambassador items, please con-
tact Becky Weber, at the MOA office, or me. 
                Ok, that's about it. If you have news 
that you want me to include in the next newslet-
ter, which will come out after Bike Week, 
please send it along. 
 
Best, 
Clark Luster 
Ambassador Liaison 
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